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miles west of Kharput. Here it is joined from the east
by the Murad, which Hows from the Ala-clagh south
of Bayazid, and near the Russian frontier, and has a
total course through Armenia and Kurdistan of about
300 miles. Some 60 miles south of the junction the
Euphrates pierces the Upper Taurus near Arghami, be-
yond which it trends southwards through the vilayet of
Aleppo, here coming within 80 miles of the sea. But
about the 36th parallel it turns somewhat abruptly to
the south-east, and henceforth retains this direction to
the Gulf. It is navigable for over 1100 miles for small
steamers to Bir (Birejik), near Urfa, the point where
it is crossed by the great caravan route from Syria to
Bagdad.

The Tigris is also formed by an eastern and a
western head-stream, the former rising close to Bitlis,
near the west side of Lake Van, the latter flowing from
the neighbourhood of Kharpufc by Diarbekr to the con-
fluence above Finduk. Beyond this point it pursues a
southerly course by Mosul to Bagdad, and between these
points is joined on its left bank by the Great and Little
Zab, and some other tributaries from the Kurdistan
highlands. It is navigable for vessels of light draught
to Nirnrud", 20 miles below Mosul, and again for 300
miles by rafts from Mosul to Diarbekr. But owing to
the rapidity of the current the traffic is all down
stream, and is still carried on mainly by a primitive
style of craft, which is broken up at Bagdad, and trans-
ported by camels back to Mosul. The journey between
these points occupies three or four clays during the
floods, and from twelve to fourteen at other times.

Below Bagdad the main streams are connected by
several channels and intermittent watercourses, of which
the chief are the Nahr Isa or Saklawiyah canal and
the Shat-el-Hai. Higher up the Euphrates is joined